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MASS MoCA (Massachusetts Museum of 
Contemporary Art) was the destination of Ballston 
Spa IB students in October 2017. The students visited 
the restored 19th century factory campus, which 
houses one of the world’s liveliest centers for today’s 
contemporary art. While at MASS MoCA, students 
were taken on a tour through the campus by guides 
who not only directed them through the exhibits, but 
also instructed them on how to properly view and 
interpret the art that they were experiencing. “The tour 
really helped. The guides specialized in providing IB 

Elementary students learned how to code and completed a challenge with the High School’s Robotics Team during their annual Code-A-Thon.

Gordon Creek Elementary School continues to partner with Proctors Theatre professionals to produce plays with grades 3-5 students.

As we pass the midway point of the 2017-2018 school year,  
I continue to be amazed at all of the opportunities the Ballston Spa 
Central School District offers our students. This newsletter shares 
with you many of the accomplishments of our talented students 
and staff over the first semester of the 2017-2018 school year. I am 
proud that we not only continue to offer diverse opportunities to 
our students, but that we do so by embracing partnerships with 
families and community members. Together we strive to guide the 
BSCSD students into informed, well rounded, caring members of 
our community. Please read through this newsletter to see how 
Ballston Spa students are excelling in academics, athletics, the arts, 
technology and community service. We have a dedicated team of 

teachers, administrators and support staff who work together to help each child nurture their 
passion for learning. 

The Superintendent Search
Upon the resignation of Dr. Dragone in October, the Board of Education contracted with the 
Washington-Saratoga-Warren-Hamilton-Essex (WSWHE) BOCES to execute the search for the 
next Ballston Spa superintendent. The position was posted in early December and closed 
January 19, 2018. The Board has reviewed applications and is planning initial interviews for late 
February. Semi-finalists will then interview with two advisory committees in March. Each advisory 
committee will be comprised of two representatives from each of our employee groups, parents, 
students and community members. 

Information regarding how to get involved is posted on the district website and was sent to 
the leadership of those groups as applicable. Finalists will present a public presentation later in 
March which we encourage all school and community members to attend. After considering 
input from the advisory committees and from the public presentations the Board will hold final 
interviews with a decision planned for April.  We expect to appoint the new superintendent in 
April for a July 1, 2018 start. 

tours and the history,” said Anya Sager, an IB year 1 
student, of the presentations provided.

The purpose of the IB Programme is to 
develop life-long learners who are committed to 
serving their communities through intercultural 
understanding and respect. Students who pursue 
the full IB diploma are involved in Creativity, 
Activity & Service (CAS). Through CAS students 
initiate extracurricular activities that promote 
personal growth while often giving back both 
locally and globally. CAS provides an opportunity 
for students to use what they’ve learned in the 

classroom towards making the world a better place. 
Seniors Dane Andersen and Caleb Bashant focused on 
the Community Garden, located on Ballston Avenue, for 
their CAS Project. Wanting to have fun while remaining 
consistent with their environmental beliefs and activism, 
the students constructed a composter for the community. 
Andersen and Bashant worked as a team through every 
step of the research, planning, and initiation of the 
project. Through this project, they’ve smoothed the way 
towards making the community a little greener and plan 
to place their composter in the garden this spring. 

International Baccalaureate (IB) Programme 
Continues to Inspire Students
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For the most current  
IB information, everyone is 

encouraged to follow along with  
us on Twitter @BSpaIBCAS.

Ballston Spa Teachers Receive  
BSEF Enrichment Grants
The Ballston Spa Education Foundation (BSEF) recently 
presented over $6,800 in Fall 2017 grant awards to 
educators in the district for educational enrichment 
projects throughout the district. The recent fall cycle 
included the following grants: $745.99 for group 
problem-solving Breakout Boxes at the Middle School 
for use in the Math and English Departments, $1559.80 
to purchase Robotics Sets for the Elementary and 
Middle School STEM programs, $978.74 to acquire 
tools for the Launching Pad Drama Club and $3,598.56 
for athletic equipment at Malta Avenue for use in the 
physical education program.

With these latest grant awards, the BSEF has, 
since its inception in 1996, funded over $360,000 in 
enrichment grants to the school district. The Ballston 
Spa Education Foundation is a non-profit 501(c)(3) 
organization with an all-volunteer board made up 
of community members whose mission is to raise 
and distribute resources for educational enrichment 
opportunities outside the realm of the daily opera-
tional needs of the Ballston Spa Central School District. 

The BSEF will host their major fundraiser, the annual 
Taste of Ballston Spa, on April 16, 2018 at the Ballston 
Spa High School. The BSEF is a volunteer, not-for-profit 
corporation, incorporated under the laws of the State 
of New York and registered with the Office of the 
New York State Attorney General, Bureau of Charities 
and has a 501(c)(3) designation by the IRS. For more 
information, please visit the BSEF website at  
www.bspaedfoundation.com or contact them via 
info@bspaedfoundation.com.

Instructional Technology  
in Our Schools
Instructional Technology continues to cause a 
revolution in educational institutions throughout the 
country. The Ballston Spa Central School District is 
no exception and works diligently to ensure that our 
learning community has access to a technology-rich 
environment to keep up with the latest academic 
trends in our ever-changing world.

Scotties of all age levels have immersed themselves 
in the use of embedded instructional technology tools. 
The secondary school level is currently mastering 
the use of GSuite (formerly known as Google 
Apps) for Education via Chromebooks through the 
BSpa Connected 1:1 Chromebook Initiative. The 
elementary school level is becoming familiar with 
Google Classroom to provide exposure to a Learning 
Management System (LMS) at an early age. In addition, 
Schoology, the i-Ready toolbox, and e-Doctrina assist 
educators in analyzing gaps in learning to ensure that 
the needs of every learner are met. Schoology has also 
been vital to the district’s professional development 
program, as online offerings provide faculty and staff 
the opportunity to further enhance their knowledge in 
an asynchronous learning environment.

Each year in December, every student in grades K-5 
participates in the Hour of Code (code.org/learn). In 
order to assist our primary students, each elementary 
school reached out to upperclassmen as mentors, 
including members of Robotics teams, 5th grade 
buddies and ambassadors. 

New to the High School this year is the Scotties 
Virtual Learning Center, a cutting-edge Virtual Reality 
(VR) lab that has been created in collaboration with 
GlobalFoundries. Programs that are currently in use in 
BSHS classrooms include (but are certainly not limited 
to) Organon 3D Anatomy, Google Earth, Tilt Brush, 
Masterpiece VR, Earthlight Spacewalk, Everest VR and 
theBlu. The district’s Instructional Technology team is 
currently undergoing training using Google Expeditions 
to complement our growing selection of virtual reality 
programs. Students and teachers can explore various 
museums and monuments, take a trip under the 
sea, climb to the summit of Everest, explore different 
biomes, take a trip through the inside of the human 
body, tour colleges, and get an inside look at different 
careers! The possibilities are endless with VR!

We assess our instructional technology 
programming on a regular basis and will announce 
new endeavors as they develop. Additional 
information can be found on the website or 
by contacting Nicole Holehan, Coordinator of 
Instructional Technology, at nholehan@bscsd.org  
or 518-884-7290 x3509.

District Launches  
Redesigned Website
The district’s website recently went through a redesign 
process and launched a new look on the World Wide 
Web. The site address remains the same – www.bscsd.
org – and most of the previous functions are found 
in a similar location on the site. Several new features 
include new icons at the top of the home page to 
allow users quick links to the most popular features 
and a translation option located at the top of the page. 
The site also has new drop down links to each of the 
district’s schools and a new photo gallery display. The 

website is also a dynamic format that changes to fit 
various devices users may have including tablets and 
phones. Please watch for updates as the district and 
schools continue to add information to the new site in 
the coming months. 

Ballston Spa Teachers Provide 1000’s 
of New Books for Students
The Ballston Spa Teachers’ Association (BSTA) is 
participating in a statewide program, NYSUT/AFT’s 
Leaders for Literacy, which provides brand new, high 
quality books to at-risk students in our community. As 
part of this program, community members complete 
registration forms which generate additional brand 
new books. To date, the Ballston Spa Teachers’ 
Association has distributed over 25,000 brand 
new books to students in the Ballston Spa school 
community through very popular Book Bonanzas at 
various events throughout the district. 

The BSTA will continue to collaborate with additional 
school and community organizations to set up 
registration tables at events in order to qualify to 
receive additional books for students. Books will be 
given away to students and families at the district’s 
annual Wellness Expo on March 3, 2018 at the 
Wood Road school complex. The district extends its 
appreciation to the BSTA for their commitment to 
supporting literacy and putting books in the hands of 
students who will benefit the most. Please contact Kim 
Pusatere, BSTA president, for additional information at 
kpusatere@bscsd.org or 518-884-7200. 

GLOBALFOUNDRIES –  
Town of Malta Foundation  
Supports School Projects
The Ballston Spa schools were among the community 
organizations selected to receive funding from the 
GLOBALFOUNDRIES – Town of Malta Foundation as 
they announced their awards for 2017. The district 
received $5,500 in funding for the annual Tech Valley 
Robot Rumble Off-Season Robotics Competition held 
at the BSHS in the fall. The High School PTSA was 
awarded a $3,500 grant to help with Arts-In-Education 
programs and the annual After-Prom activities 
implemented by the organization each spring. The 
Ballston Spa FIRST Robotics Team #3044 was awarded 
a $2,000 grant to support the team’s participation in 
regional competitions. 

Additional organizations in the district receiving 
grants include $2,500 to the Malta Avenue PTA and 
$2,000 to the Gordon Creek Elementary School PTA to 
provide Arts-In-Education programs in the schools. The 
Middle School’s Launching Pad Productions received 
$2,500 to support their performance of Shrek the 
Musical in February. The High School’s Student Book 
Club received $1,800 to purchase books and support 
club activities, while the Senior Short Story class 
received $1,222 to fund a field trip to attend theatrical 
performances. 

The GLOBALFOUNDRIES – Town of Malta Foundation 
recently presented its 2017 slate of grants totaling 
over $159,000, benefiting 45 local organizations and 
community projects. The Foundation was developed 
to fund organizations, programs and projects that 
provide tangible benefits of a public nature to diverse 
groups serving the citizens of the Town of Malta, 
including not-for-profit corporations, charitable 
organizations, community arts and theater groups, 
community historical sites, special events, education 
programs, and sports and recreation activities. 

Recently over 140 individuals attended the IB 
Information Session where they learned about CAS 
and our IB course offerings. Current IB Diploma 
Programme students, teachers, alumni and admissions 
officers from the University at Albany and Union 
College spoke about what the program has to offer. 
These representatives vocalized that IB is recognized 
by colleges and universities as the most challenging 
curriculum one can pursue while in high school.

Alumna Kaitlyn Wright shared “I feel more confident 
and less stressed than my peers because through the 
IB program I was able to learn the skills necessary to be 
successful in college while living at home surrounded 
by my supportive family, amazing teachers, and my 
friends.” 

To continue to learn more about current happenings, 
please visit the International Baccalaureate Programme 
page on the BSHS webpage. There you will also find 
more details regarding the offerings and requirements 
of the IB Diploma Programme at Ballston Spa High 
School. 

IB Programme continued from page 1

Taste of Ballston Spa
April 16, 2018

bJoin Us For
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High School Continues  
French Exchange Program
Twenty French students from Blanche-de-Castille 
High School in Le Chesnay, France arrived at Ballston 
Spa High School in October and spent 12 days with 
American host families. The French students are 
in “seconde” which is equivalent to 10th grade in 
American high schools. Students participated in a 
cultural and educational program during their stay 
which included visits to Albany (the New York State 
Museum, the Capitol Building, & the USS SLATER), 
Lake George (Fort William Henry), the Norman 
Rockwell Museum in Massachusetts, and the Ndakinna 
Educational Center in Greenfield Center. 

The Ballston Spa Rotary Club organized a luncheon 
and a tour of Ballston Spa, including the Saratoga 
County Offices. The students learned how to carve 
pumpkins at the Brookside Museum and then donated 
them to the residents at the Saratoga Center Rehab & 
Skilled Nursing Care facility. The French chaperones 
and students were extremely appreciative of the 
day they spent with the Rotarians. They were also 
very impressed with Ballston Spa High School and 
the warm welcome they received here. The French 
students attended several classes with their American 
hosts while in the school. The American students and 
families said “au revoir” to their French students after 
spending a final day together in Boston. 

In March 2018 the American students will travel to 
Le Chesnay, France to spend 10 days with their French 
host students and families. Le Chesnay is located near 
Paris, very close to the city of Versailles. While in France, 
the American students will experience “la vie française” 
by attending school and experiencing everyday life 
with their host families. Visits to Versailles, Paris, the 
Normandy beaches and the castles of the Loire Valley 
are planned. Vive l’amitié franco-américaine!

BSHS student participants included Kaia Andersen, 
Lily Armer, Maddie Barnum, Lucas Busold, Grace Foti, 
James Frantz, Jacqueline Frederick, Greta Gottmann, 
Sarah Helly, Laurie Horsch, Mackenzie Lyman, Harrison 
Martinez, Colin McDonough, Ethan Phillips, Sarah Rule, 
Nathan Schin, Ali Sgambati, Alyssa Swett, Shasha Wallis 
and Mackenzie Zoller. The visitors as well as the school 
express a tremendous thank you to all the BSHS host 
families and BSHS teachers Tricia Dillon, Lisa Judd, 
Dawn Petry and Kori Quinn. 

Work Based Learning Program 
Grows at High School 
The Ballston Spa Work Based Learning Program 
offers opportunities for students to gain hands on 
experience in the world of work. The 2017-2018 
school year has seen explosive growth in student 
participation. In conjunction with their high school 
coursework, this program promotes the development 
of employability skills so that students are better 
prepared to enter the workforce upon graduating from 
high school.

This year students in grades 11 and 12 are 
completing semester-long work experiences 
while taking a companion Career and Technical 
Education (CTE) course through the BSHS business 
department. Coursework closely follows the NYS 
Career Development and Occupational Studies 
(CDOS) curriculum with a focus on workforce skill 
development. Students are also continuing the online 
learning platform through a partnership between 
Ballston Spa Central School District and Metrix 
Learning. 

The work based learning program’s dual pronged 
approach of classroom instruction and worksite 
application allows for students to learn skills in the 
classroom and quickly apply them on their job site. 
There are currently 18 students, an increase of 225% 
from 2016-2017, participating in work experiences 
in the Ballston Spa community. They are being 
supervised by two certified job coaches who provide 
real time feedback on their performance at each site.

The district is currently partnered with three external 
organizations that serve as worksite hubs, having 
the ability to host multiple students across their 
organization. As the program continues to expand, 
it plans to increase partnerships in order to ensure a 
variety of options are available for students to explore. 
Please contact Daniella Lans, Supervisor of Secondary 
Special Education, at dlans@bscsd.org or  
518-884-7200, x4317 for additional information. 

Annual Lip Sync Presented  
by the World Language  
Department at BSHS
The High School’s World Language Department 
presented their annual lip-synced performances to 
a packed auditorium of family and friends during 
the fall semester. The World Language juniors and 
seniors gave amazing performances of French and 
Spanish songs, making it a truly memorable night. The 
language teachers express a big “merci” and “gracias” 
to all those who performed as well as to those who 
attended and supported them. Ms. Farrell’s IB Spanish 
year 2 students were awarded 1st place for their 
wonderful performance of Hakuna Matata from The 
Lion King. Ms. Dillon’s IB French year 2 students were 
awarded 2nd place for their fun performance of Belle 
from Beauty and the Beast. Ms. Quinn’s UHS French 
5 students were awarded 3rd place for their lively 
performance of Mélange du film from Aladdin.

Ballston Spa Robotics Team  
Prepares for Competition Season
The Ballston Spa FIRST Robotics Competition (FRC) 
Team 3044 has entered into the build season as they 
begin to design the robot for this coming spring’s 
competitions. The 2018 robotics challenge FIRST 
POWER UP includes two alliances of video game 
characters and their human operators who are trapped 
in an arcade game. Both alliances are working to 
defeat the boss in order to escape!

FIRST Robotics Competitions combine the 
excitement of sport with the rigors of science and 
technology. Under strict rules, limited resources, 
and time limits, teams of 25 students or more are 
challenged to raise funds, design a team “brand”, 
hone teamwork skills, and build and program 
robots to perform prescribed tasks against a field of 
competitors. It’s as close to “real-world engineering” as 
a student can get. Volunteer professional mentors lend 
their time and talents to guide each team. Through 
the program students get to learn 21st Century skills 
from professional mentors; build and compete with a 
robot of their own design; learn to use sophisticated 
software and hardware; and compete and cooperate in 
alliances and tournaments. 

The district’s Robotics initiative is possible based on 
the generous support from the Ballston Spa National 
Bank to fund $6,000 towards the team’s participation 
in the annual US FIRST® Robotics competition. In 
addition, Bechtel has donated $5,000 this year to 
also help the team design and construct a robot, 
participate in regional competitions, and continue 
to expand the Robotics initiatives to additional 
students in the district. Additional sponsors include 
the GLOBALFOUNDRIES-Town of Malta Foundation, 
General Electric Power & Water, Malta Business & 
Professional Association, TBS Controls, National Grid, 
CSArch, Ballston Spa Education Foundation and 
Ballston Spa High School.

FIRST Robotics Challenge (FRC) Team 3044 will 
enter two competitions in March including the Central 
New York Regional FIRST Robotics Competition and 
the New York Tech Valley FIRST Robotics tournament 
at Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute. Additional 
information is available by contacting Ballston Spa 
K-12 Science Coordinator Diane Irwin, dirwin@bscsd.
org, or at the High School by calling 518-884-7150. 

Scotties Virtual Learning Center 
Launched at BSHS 
The district and GlobalFoundries expanded their 
partnership as they joined together in a new project 
that supports virtual teaching and learning in the 
High School. The Scotties Virtual Learning Center was 
opened in late fall and is now being used by teachers 
and students to enhance the curriculum in a variety 
of subjects, including Advanced Art, Biology, Global 
History, Environmental Systems and Societies, and 
Foreign Language. 

GlobalFoundries Senior Vice President and Fab 8 
GM Tom Caulfield was onsite at the grand opening of 
the Scotties Virtual Learning Center in November and 
discussed the impact of virtual reality (VR). Students 
from various classes demonstrated the VR system, 
donated by GlobalFoundries, and discussed the 
impact it has already had on their learning experience. 
Teachers report that students are already engaged 
in this new form of instruction and are loving the 
experience. Not only does it deliver content in a 
more engaging and memorable way, it pushes the 
boundaries of thought.

This new collaboration has made it possible to 
build the VR Lab within an existing classroom and has 
great potential for students being able to immerse 
themselves in learning throughout the school day. 
VR is gaining traction in all sectors of business and 
industry. Providing students with the opportunity 
to understand its potential will help them develop 
desirable skills as they enter higher education and the 
workforce. This is only the beginning of virtual and 
augmented reality being utilized in our schools. 

Ballston Spa High School News

Save the date,  
May 19 for the 

Scotties  
Stampede
Our Own Ballston Spa 5k for Education
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Clean Tech ECHS Provides  
New Pathways for Students
Where are they now? 
The Clean Tech ECHS hosted a Business & Education 
Breakfast in January, focused on the topic of Alumni 
– Life After the Clean Tech ECHS. Gregory Welch ’12, 
Monolith Solar Associates, LLC, Morgan Pakatar ‘14, 
GLOBALFOUNDRIES, and Kyle Hudson ’16, Hudson 
Valley Community College, shared their experiences and 
the transferable skills they are utilizing in their current 
roles. Following the program, business partners, 
educators, and families attended a Student Project 
Exhibition, where juniors showcased their microhome 
models and seniors presented their solutions to local 
and global human needs using solar energy.

Students Connect with Business and Industry
All students in the Clean Tech ECHS program have the 
opportunity to complete a 40 hour field experience 
in business and industry during their junior or 
senior year. Field experiences provide students 
the opportunity to be actively and productively 
engaged in the workplace. They are designed to give 
students hands-on experience in a field of interest, 
learn and practice occupational skills, and provide 
the opportunity to learn about career options. If 
you are interested in hosting a student for a field 
experience related to Clean Energy; Computer Science 
& Information Systems; Entrepreneurship, Leadership 
& Innovation; and Mechatronics. please contact 
Madeleine Petraglia, Coordinator of Development, 
mpetraglia@bscsd.org. 

Clean Tech ECHS Enrolling Students for 2018-19
The Clean Tech ECHS is currently enrolling 8th grade 
students from across the Capital Region to join the 
program for 2018-19 as they enter the 9th grade. 
School district leaders, parents and high school 
students interested in learning more about the 
program are invited to attend an information session 
on March 8, 2018 at HVCC’s TEC-SMART facility to learn 
more about the program, hear directly from current 
students and tour the facility. There are also limited 
spots open for incoming 10-12th graders for the 2018-
2019 school year. Students are invited to attend a 
Shadow Day on February 6 or March 6, 2018 from 8:00-
9:30 am to learn more about the student experience 
in the program. Please contact Adrienne Snow, ECHS 
Program Coordinator, asnow@bscsd.org if you are 
interested in attending. Applications for applying to 
the program are due by March 23, 2018. 

The Clean Tech ECHS was developed by the Ballston 
Spa Central School District in partnership with Hudson 
Valley Community College (HVCC) and the New York 
State Energy Research and Development Authority 
(NYSERDA) in 2011. The program has grown regionally 
from originally serving 25 students from two school 
districts, to now serving almost 300 students from 
over 19 school districts in ten counties. Students in the 
program earn up to 30 college credits from HVCC in 
this ECHS model. The program is supported by over 50 
partners from business and industry, higher education, 
and non-profit and government agencies. 

The Clean Tech ECHS was awarded a NYS P-TECH 
grant which expanded opportunities for students in 
the program to take college coursework in one of four 
career pathways: Clean Energy; Computer Science & 
Information Systems; Entrepreneurship, Leadership & 
Innovation; and Mechatronics. The program is held in 
HVCC’s TEC-SMART at 345 Hermes Road in Malta, NY. 
For more information, please contact ECHS Program 
Coordinator Adrienne Snow for the Ballston Spa 
Central School District at asnow@bscsd.org or  
518-629-4981.

National Geographic Bee Winner  
at BSMS
Over 700 Ballston Spa Middle School students 
participated in the first stage of the National 
Geographic Bee in their social studies classes during 
December to prepare for the annual schoolwide 
geography competition. In January, over 50 students 
competed in the next stage of the Geography Bee and 
the following winners were identified at each grade 
level, including 6th graders Coleman Brandl, Jacob 
Nagengast and Charlotte Tan; 7th grader Maddie 
Burns; and 8th graders Andrew Paster and Timothy 
Winslow. 

After answering a series of tie breaker questions, 
Timothy Winslow earned the top spot as the school’s 
Geography Bee Champion of 2018. As winner of the 
Ballston Spa Middle School Geography Bee, Timothy 
now advances to the next level of competition, a 
written examination to determine state competitors. 

Ballston Spa Middle School News
Girls’ Summit Provides  
STEM Activities
Over 75 Ballston Spa Middle School girls were given 
the opportunity to explore, ask questions, and begin 
to build the skills they need to become the problem 
solvers of tomorrow at the 10th Annual Girls’ Summit 
held at TEC-SMART. Working to address the gender 
gap in science, technology, engineering and math 
(STEM) fields by exposing girls to fun hands-on STEM 
based workshops, Girls Incorporated offered this 
unique opportunity for Ballston Spa Middle School 
girls. The district was awarded a $2,500 Lend-A-Hand 
Grant from the Adirondack Trust Company Community 
Fund (ATCCF) to support the 2017 Girls’ Summit.

Scottie’s Closet Distributes  
Clothing to Hundreds 
The Middle School held the 9th annual Scottie’s 
Closet event in October and provided free gently 
used clothing, books, coats, and shoes to nearly 300 
students, families and individuals. This annual event 
is organized by Middle School social workers Gaylen 
Wichrowski and Christine Jones, along with numerous 
parent representatives, school and community 
volunteers. All of the items donated to Scottie’s Closet 
are provided free to students, families and members 
of the community. This annual community event 
would not be possible without the tireless efforts of 
districtwide school and community volunteers who 
donate, sort and merchandise all of the items in the 
cafeteria. Scottie’s Locker, a sister program organized 
by the Milton Terrace PTA, will now collect and offer 
gently used athletic equipment to families in March 
at the district’s annual Wellness Expo (see details 
elsewhere in newsletter).

District Continues to Develop Parnerships  
to Support Student Enrichment

The Office of District Advancement provides a framework for building resource capacity in the 
district by cultivating strong community support, private and public partnerships and viable 
individual giving and grants programs. The Ballston Spa Partnership for Innovation in Education 
Fund, a component fund of the Community Foundation for the Greater Capital Region, supports 
the district’s enrichment programs and initiatives such as Sponsor-A-Scholar, STEM & Robotics, 
Performing & Fine Arts, and the Clean Technologies & Sustainable Industries Early College High 
School (Clean Tech ECHS). For more information, please contact the BSCSD Office of District 
Advancement at 518-884-7195 x1369. 

Adirondack Trust Company 
Community Fund Supports  
District Program
The district was recently awarded a $2,500 Lend-
A-Hand Grant from the Adirondack Trust Company 
Community Fund (ATCCF) to support the 2018 Girls’ 
Summit, a full-day, STEM-based forum for and about 
girls. The event is designed to empower, inspire and 
inform girls to lead healthy lives and better prepare 
for their futures.  

Get Ready for the 3rd Annual 
Scotties Stampede: The Ballston 
Spa 5k for Education
Everyone in the Ballston Spa school community 
is invited to join together for the 3rd annual 5k 
for Education Walk/Run, the Scotties Stampede. It 
will be held on Saturday, May 19, 2018 at 9:00 am, 
starting at the district’s tennis courts on Garrett 
Road.   The primary goal of the 5k is to bring our 
community together for a fun, fitness event and 
encourage students and families to participate in 
healthy and active lifestyles. Financially, the event 
will support the district’s Ballston Spa Partnership for 
Innovation in Education Fund, a component fund of 
the Community Foundation for the Greater Capital 
Region. Please mark your calendars and watch for 
registration details for the event on the website at 
www.scottiesstampede.org.

SEFCU Penny Harvest Complete
Each of the six schools in the district recently collected 
pennies, as well as assorted coins, as part of the 
district’s initiative that teaches youth to give back 
to their local community. Students throughout the 
district collected over $9,400 during the annual fall 
coin collection. Currently, students have formed 
Roundtables where they work as a group to learn what 
the local community organizations’ needs are, discuss 
issues and select recipients of the funds that will be 
awarded in May. Students have now gathered over 
$89,747 that has been given back to the community 
through the program during the past eleven years. 

The SEFCU Penny Harvest is implemented in grades 
K-12 and has proven to be successful in educating 
students in service learning, financial literacy, and 21st 
Century learning skills. The program is implemented in 
the fall of each school year and the funding presented 
to the local charities in May. The district is very 
grateful to SEFCU for sponsoring the program and for 
processing all of the pennies. 
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FLL Robotics Teams Earn Awards  
at Regional Tournament
Ballston Spa High School’s FIRST Robotics Team 3044 
and FIRST Tech Challenge Team 6945 hosted a Hudson 
Valley FIRST LEGO League (FLL) Qualifying Tournament 
at the Ballston Spa Middle School with eight FLL teams 
and eight Jr. FLL teams participating.

The first and second place overall winners were 
the Ballston Spa B.E.A.S.T.s (4-H) and Mighty Thinkers 
(Ballston Spa Middle School), respectively.  The teams 
will now compete at a Semi-Final Tournament at 
NYSUT Headquarters in February 2018. Other awards 
and the teams that received them include:

•  Robot Design (Cyborg Unicorns, Milton Terrace 
Elementary School)

•  Project Award (Motors in Action, Wood Road 
Elementary School)

•  Core Values (Spartan Flow, Queensbury School 
District)

•  Robot Performance (Mighty Thinkers, Ballston Spa 
Middle School)

The district fielded six FLL teams for the 2017 season 
thanks to the donations of corporate sponsors. Teams 
participating in the competition were from all four 
elementary schools, as well as teams from the Middle 
School.

This year’s FLL challenge, HYDRO DYNAMICS, 
requires students to design a LEGO robot that can 
be programmed to operate independently on the 
competition table and accomplish several tasks 
related to how we find, transport, use, and dispose 
of water. The teams are judged based on the robot’s 
performance, design, core values and on a project 
that asks them to redesign how we manage our water 
resources. The tournament was sponsored by the 
Hudson Valley FLL, Dutchess Community College,  
FRC Team 3044 and New York Tech Valley FIRST.

Kids Care About the Climate at 
Super Science Saturday
The district’s four elementary school PTAs hosted the 
annual Super Science Saturday recently and provided 
elementary students the opportunity to participate 
in many exciting hands-on science experiments 
focusing on global climate change. Students toured 
various stations at their own pace to learn more 
about climate change, participated in a Drain Pipe 
Regatta and even had the opportunity to construct 
terrariums. The Winter 2018 Super Science Saturday 
event also presented several programs for students 
and parents including the StarLab Learning Dome 
where participants took a planetarium adventure 
learning about stars and galaxies, an overview of 
the manufacturing process at GlobalFoundries and a 
variety of presentations provided by CMOST.

The district also provided a sneak peek and details 
about the Elementary Science and Engineering Fair, 
which is scheduled for Saturday, March 10, 2018. 
The Science Fair is open to grades K-5 and teaches 

students about the Scientific Method by asking them 
to do a scientific investigation on a topic area of their 
choice and prepare a display board to present their 
findings. 

The Super Science Saturday PTA chair members 
would like to extend their appreciation to all the 
parent and student volunteers who make the 
experiments possible as well as all the local businesses 
who donated items. THANK YOU to all the PTA 
LEADERS & VOLUNTEERS and to the organizations  
who participated – another great event for the 
students in BSpa!

Rotary Club and Elks Lodge  
Provide Support for Scotties 
BackPack Program
In collaboration with the Regional Food Bank 
of Northeastern New York, the district launched 
the Scotties BackPack Program at Milton Terrace 
Elementary School last spring and recently began 
the program at Gordon Creek Elementary School. 
The program provides a backpack of non-perishable, 
easy-to-prepare food to selected students every 
Friday afternoon for him or her to eat throughout the 
weekend. The empty backpack is then returned to 
the school on Monday morning so that it can be filled 
again for the next Friday.

The Rotary Club of Ballston Spa recently provided 
the district with a $3,000 donation to help support the 
cost of participating in the regional program. Milton 
Terrace Elementary School will now be able to serve 
up to 40 students who have been selected to receive 
the weekly backpack for the remainder of the year. 
The Scotties BackPack Program at Milton Terrace is also 
being sponsored by Saratoga Hospital. 

Gordon Creek Elementary School will now begin 
offering the BackPack Program to students after a 
$3,000 donation from Ballston Spa Elks Lodge 2619 
was presented to the district at a recent Board of 
Education meeting. The backpacks for the 17 students 
selected to receive the nutritious food each week 
will be packed by volunteers from the Gordon Creek 
staff and members of the Elks Lodge. Additional 
information on the program is available on the 
Regional Food Bank’s webpage.

Living History Encampment  
at Malta Avenue
Students at Malta Avenue Elementary School 
participated in a variety of hand-on presentations 
during the annual Living History Encampment Day. 
Six presenters from the NY State Museum, Brookside 
Museum, local professional historians and our 5th 
grade teacher Jean Hoins engaged students in an 
authentic learning experience held at the district’s 
Eastern Ave. recreation field. 

Elementary Schools Receive  
Board Recognition
The Board of Education recognized elementary 
school staff members and parent leaders for earning 
a designation as National PTA Schools of Excellence 
earlier this fall. The National PTA had recently cited 
both the Ballston Spa Middle School and the Gordon 
Creek Elementary School for their achievement in 
building effective family-school partnerships. The 
Milton Terrace Elementary School had also received 
the recognition in previous years, and is reapplying for 
the prestigious recognition again this year. 

Milton Terrace Teacher  
Receives Recognition
First grade Instructor Amy Gosier was selected as 
the 2018 New York Agriculture in the Classroom 
Teacher of the Year. She recently implemented a 
unit on fall harvesting in collaboration with a farmer 
in the Midwest. He visited with the class via video 
conferencing and worked with the students as they 
learned about and grew plants in their classroom. She 
has now been nominated for the USDA Excellence in 
Teaching about Agriculture Award as well. 

Incoming Kindergarten  
Student Registration Events 
The annual Kindergarten registration process for all 
incoming Kindergarten students is held in the district’s 
elementary schools (ES) during the spring. Parents 
are invited to attend an orientation session in the 
appropriate school starting on February 15, 2018 at 
Malta Avenue ES. Wood Road ES and Gordon Creek 
ES are on March 1, 2018. Milton Terrace ES will hold a 
parent session on March 8, 2018. 

The four elementary schools have also established 
the following schedule for screening and registration 
appointments: Wood Road ES on April 23-25, Milton 
Terrace ES & Malta Avenue ES on April 24-26 and 
Gordon Creek ES on May 16-18. Specific information 
will be sent directly from the elementary schools to 
parents during the winter months. Anyone with an 
incoming Kindergarten student who is not already in 
contact with the school is asked to call the Registration 
Office at 602-0256. 

Ballston Spa Elementary School News
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High School 
Students 
Selected for  
Saratoga Art 
Exhibition
Congratulations to 
Ballston Spa High 
School students 
Samuel Crouth, 
Allie Dickinson, 
Dylan Jacobs, John 
Bernard Newsom, 
Madelyn Robyck, 
Emily Rodak, Anya 
Sager, Leah Smisloff 
and Madeleine Welch 
for their inclusion 
in the annual Saratoga All-Stars Art Exhibit. This prestigious local exhibition is 
held in The Arts Center Gallery at Saratoga Arts in downtown Saratoga Springs. 
The students are currently enrolled in Mrs. DeBenedetti’s, Mr. Damico’s and Mr. 
Belknap’s Advanced Placement Art and/or International Baccalaureate Art classes 
at BSHS.

Done to Death 
Presented  
by the  
Ballston Spa 
High School
Ballston Spa High 
School’s Troupe 
presented Done to 
Death, a mystery 
comedy by Fred 
Carmichael as this 
year’s fall production. 
The 2-act play written 
in 1970 follows five once famous mystery writers who are brought together 
to apply their writing styles to the perfect mystery television series.  The show 
alternates between imagination and reality.  

 

Shrek the Musical 
Presented by Middle 
School’s Launching  
Pad Productions
Launching Pad Productions, 
the Ballston Spa Middle School 
drama club, presented Shrek 
the Musical as this year’s annual 
production. With 60 kids in the 
cast and another 60 working 
behind the scenes, this was a show not to miss! It was perfect for families of all 
shapes and sizes. The show was directed and produced by Middle School teacher, 
Joseph Shaver, choreographed by Ballston Spa alum Sarah VanAernem, and music 
directed by Elizabeth “Cookie” Sears.

Students Performing with Music Honor Groups 
The following Elementary, Middle and High School students represented our 
school district in Music Honor Groups at the County, Suburban Council, Area All 
State and All State level this school year, including: 

All County Band
6-7  Michael Flynn, Lee McKinley, Vincent Sgueglia, Jake Taylor, Madalyn 

Wilson
8-9  Zachary Baskin, Michael Desmond, Charis Marvel, Andrew Paster,  

Elijah Sutton, Jared Wachtel, Andrew Wade, Tingwen Zhang
10-12  Jamey Briele, Alice DeRagon, Pierce Doud, Veronika Hughes,  

Harrison Martinez, Rachel Murphy, Samantha Paley, Laura West

All County Orchestra
6-7  Reese Ahern-Stetson, Madeline Caffrey, Kendra Eagan, Stephanie   
 Enzinna, Luke Staszak, Lena Haynes, Victoria Jaruga
8-9  Xiomara Lopez, Doyeon Kim, Brianna Brooks, Emma Rask, Ryan Mullin,   
 Karina Greco, Kara Cataldo, Thomas McLean, Teah Morelli, Jillian Fernau,  
 Brandon Stedry, Kentaro Tan, Paige Dubiac, Nicholas Wright, Ashlan   
 Stark, Hannah Kalinkewicz, Alyssa Stoffel
10-12 Samantha DeRagon, Nate Zink, Kiana Pearson, Heather Aldous, Logan  
 Scholer, Caitlin Doyle, Kayla Barbera, Alyssa Baker, Whitney Wright,   
 Savannah Miller, Madelyn Robyck, Mira Jaeger, Twila McGlynn, Jenna   
 Gold-Wienk, Madison Franco, Joseph Rudesheim

All County Jazz Band    Alice DeRagon, Laura West

All County Chorus 
10-12 Mixed Chorus  Matty Elie, Tristin Northrop, Elijah Perez, Olivia Faul,  

Lily Armer
Treble Choir  Molly Filburn, Angela Capuano, Josephine Hostetter, 

Hannah Hughes, Grace Glastetter
7-9 Mixed Choir  Taylyn Markham, Morgan Dreher, Mary Grace Sprissler, 

Gabriella Soto, Sarah Holmes, Andrew Peet
5/6 Chorus  Katie Benanto, Olivia Hogan, Catherine Miller,  

Benjamin Ferrara, Keiara Snyder, Ashlynn Bell, Ella Hansen,  
Aiden Ryan

Suburban Council Music Festival 
HS Band  Alice DeRagon, Veronika Hughes, Samantha Paley, Laura West
HS Orchestra  Whitney Wright, Madelyn Robyck, Heather Aldous, Logan 

Scholer, Savannah Miller, Doyeon Kim, Zarah Costigan, 
Samantha DeRagon, Nate Zink  

HS Chorus   Lily Armer, Olivia Faul, Hailey Vecere
MS Jazz Band  Jillian Fernau

Area All State Music Festival 
Band     Rachel Murphy, Laura West
Orchestra  Heather Aldous, Zarah Costigan, Samantha DeRagon, Logan 

Scholer, Savannah Miller, Madelyn Robyck, Whitney Wright
Chorus   Evan Gori
Jazz Band  Alice DeRagon

Melodies of Christmas Chorale Olivia Faul

Empire State Youth Orchestra Performing Groups  
Heather Aldous, Logan Scholer, Alice DeRagon

NYSSMA Conference All State Alice DeRagon

Many Middle and High School students represented our school district in 
Honor Music Groups at the County, Suburban Council, Area All State and All 
State level earlier this school year. Congratulations to all the students on your 
achievements, and thank you for representing our district so well with your 
effort and talent! The students will be recognized by the Board of Education 
at the March 6, 2018 meeting in honor of Music in Our Schools Month at  
7:00 pm in the Ballston Spa High School Library. 

Join us for additional events during the month including the annual Pops 
Concert on March 10, 2018 and the Jazz Night on March 27, 2018, both at 
7:00 pm in the High School. 

High School Troupe  
Presents Hello Dolly

The High School Troupe is proud to present a 
musical comedy, Hello Dolly, for their annual spring 

production. Performances are scheduled for April 12, 13, and 
14 at 7:00 pm and 14 at 1:00 pm at Ballston Spa High School. 

Tickets are $10 for adults and $5 for students and seniors. This 
is a family friendly show. Please visit the BSHS website for 

more information or call the school at 518-884-7150.

Congratulations to Our Students 
Performing with Music Honor Groups
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Additional information on student athlete achievements 

as well as all athletic team information is posted on the 

athletic department page of the district website. 

Also, follow us on Twitter @B_Spa_Athletics  

or on our Live Twitter Feed on the website.

Interscholastic Athletic Accomplishments
Seven of the Ballston Spa fall varsity teams qualified 

for recognition as a NYSPHSAA Scholar-Athlete 
Team based on the academic accomplishments 

of 110 student athletes (combined GPA of 94.19). 
Congratulations to all! #GoScotties

The Girls Swim & Diving Team completed the season as the Suburban Council Grey 
Division Champions and had five athletes qualify for the NY State Championships 
including the 200 Medley Relay team of Emma Hoffman, Corinne Pepper, Kaitlyn 
Dybowski, Annalise Pepper, and Tierra Damico in Diving.

The Boys Soccer Team finished second in the Suburban Council Grey Division and 
had two athletes selected for the Suburban Council All-Star teams including Thomas 
Gentile (2nd team) and Jeremy Obrecht (1st team). 

The Girls Soccer Team also finished second in the Suburban Council Grey Division 
and had two athletes selected for the Suburban Council All-Star teams including 
Caitlin Wania (1st team) and Sarah Sierzenga (2nd team). 

The Girls Volleyball Team was the Section 2 Class AA Runner-Up and had two 
athletes selected for the Suburban Council All-Star teams. Madison Amico was 
selected for the 1st team Suburban Council All-Star, Angelina Stile for the 2nd team 
Suburban Council All-Star and for the Suburban Council All-Star Honorable Mention 
team Jillian Nitchman, Lauren Kersch and Megan McMahon. 

The Varsity Football Team had two team members nominated to the Empire 
Division All-Star 1st team, Tyler Barnes and Jason McCarthy, and four team members 
selected for the 2nd team Empire Division All-Star, Jake Stangle, Zach Washington, 
Joe McDonald and Aidan Thomas.

Our Boys and Girls Cross Country Teams placed in 6th and 8th place in the Section 
2 Championship Meet and each had one player selected as a Suburban Council  
All-Star 1st and 2nd teams. Congratulations to Tim Dwyer, Faith Demars, Ben Guerin 
and Olivia Skylstad. Faith and Tim also qualified to participate in the NYSPHSAA/ 
NYS Federation Championship Meet. 

Our Boys Golf Team placed 11th in the Suburban Council Tournament, 13th in 
the Section 2 Class AA Tournament and three golfers qualified for the Sectional 
Tournament.

The Girls Tennis Team earned second place in the Suburban Council Grey Division 
with six individuals qualifying for the Section 2 Tournament.

Staff Member News
Several new administrator and teacher appointments have been made in the district 
since the beginning of the year. The district recently appointed Daina Sisk as the new 
Assistant Principal at the Ballston Spa High School. Daina comes to us from Shaker 
High School in the North Colonie Central School District with 13 years of teaching 
experience. She is certified in Business, was a CEIP Coordinator and resides with her 
family in our district.

Nicole Holehan, former BSHS Assistant Principal, was recently appointed to the 
role of Coordinator of Instructional Technology for the district. She started in her 
new role at the beginning of January and is responsible for the use of technology in 
the classroom and related professional development for instructional staff. 

High School teacher Marissa Bongo is serving in the role of Grades 6-12 
Technology Coach and Elementary Instructor Megan Haessig is serving in the role of 
K-5 Technology Coach for the 2017-2018 school year. Both amazing teacher leaders 
were serving on our staff and are now focusing on the support needed for the 
successful integration of instructional technology in classrooms throughout  
the district. 

Gordon Creek Elementary School welcomed Heather Hackett as their newest 
Special Education teacher. Mrs. Hackett most recently worked as a BSCSD substitute 
teacher and resides in the district with her family.

Board of Education Staff Recognition
The Board of Education 
recognized staff members 
for going above and 
beyond during a meeting 
in December. Those 
congratulated for their 
extra efforts included High 
School Math Instructor 
Laura Brinton, High School 
Teaching Assistant Patricia 
Schaefer,  Gordon Creek 
Kindergarten Teacher Renee 
Lavigne, and School Bus 
Attendant Craig Hodgson. 

Safety Awards Presented to Transportation Staff 
The Transportation 
Department recently 
recognized 46 Bus Drivers 
for their safe driving 
record during the past 
year, with one driver 
receiving the award for 
the 21st consecutive 
year. Congrats and thank 
you to all our dedicated 
Transportation staff 
members. 

Staff Members Support Alzheimer’s Awareness
Staff members throughout 
the district raise awareness 
and support for various 
causes throughout the 
year. In the fall, over 
45 Middle School staff 
members showed their 
support by wearing purple 
clothing to school and 
contributing over $250 
to Alzheimer’s Awareness 
Day. 

Transportation Employees Collecting School Supplies
The Ballston Spa CSD 
Transportation Department 
has been collecting school 
supplies for students at a 
school in Puerto Rico that 
was devastated by recent 
hurricanes. The donations so 
far have included more than 
6,700 items and a total of 51 
boxes that were shipped to 
Escuela Segundo Manuel Ruiz Ganda in Areciba Pueblo, Puerto Rico. If you would 
like to help, donations will continue to be accepted throughout the year at the 
Transportation Department, 1458 Saratoga Road, Ballston Spa.
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A district-wide expo focused on health and wellness will be held on March 3, 2018 
from 10 am-1 pm in the Wood Road/Milton Terrace Elementary School gymnasium. 
This FREE family-friendly event is open to all residents of the district. Each school 
building will be showcasing service learning projects and educational activities 
that have taken place throughout the school year. Over forty health and wellness 
professionals from throughout our community and around the region are planning 
to attend and provide educational information on fitness, healthy eating, and related 
wellness topics. 

Bicycle helmets will be given away again this year to students by the Ballston Spa 
Community Emergency Corps and the Saratoga County Sheriff’s Department. The 
Sheriff’s Department will also offer the fingerprinting identification program for 
children and provide car seat checks. There will be drawings held throughout the 
day, including for free bicycles (for current students), and many other giveaways 
from the exhibitors. The Ballston Spa Teachers’ Association will hold a Book 
Bonanza at the event and give brand new books away FREE to participants who 
complete a registration form. The Milton Terrace PTA will also host a Scottie’s 
Locker with FREE gently used sports equipment being redistributed to others in our school community. 

District Offers 6th Annual Wellness Expo for Families

FEBRUARY

14  SPAC Dance Residency Performance, Malta Ave., 7 pm
17  Ballston Spa Winter Festival, Bath Street/Elks Lodge, 11 am-8 pm
19-23  Mid-Winter Recess – No School
27-28  Dodgeball Tournament, BSHS Gym, 4-8 pm

MARCH

3   6th Annual Wellness Expo, Wood Road Gymnasium/Cafeteria 10 am-1 pm
8 Clean Tech ECHS Information Night, TEC-SMART, 6:30 pm
10 Elementary Science & Engineering Fair, Wood Road Cafeteria, 9:30-11:30 am
10  High School POPS Concert, High School Auditorium, 7 pm
15 Ballston Spa’s Got Talent, BSHS Auditorium, 7 pm
27 Middle School/High School Jazz Night, BSHS Auditorium, 7 pm
30  Spring Recess Begins – No School   

APRIL
2-6 Spring Recess – No School
12-13  Spring Troupe Production Hello Dolly, BSHS Auditorium, 7 pm
14 Spring Troupe Production Hello Dolly, BSHS Auditorium, 1 & 7 pm
16  Taste of Ballston Spa, BSHS Cafeteria, 6 pm 
24 IB Inner Core Exhibition, BSHS Library, 6:30-7:45 pm
25-26  NYSSMA Majors Adjudication Festival, BSHS Auditorium
 

Upcoming Community Events Winter/Spring 2018

Complete event information is located on the district website’s events calendar.   
Please check often for the latest information, or call the appropriate school office.

Also, follow the district on Twitter @BSCSD or Instagram @BallstonSpaCSD for frequent updates and information.

MAY

1 National Honor Society Induction/Junior Awards Ceremony, BSHS Auditorium, 7 pm
3  Senior Awards Night, BSHS Auditorium, 7 pm
4  Student Art Exhibits, First Friday, Village of Ballston Spa, 6-9 pm
8  High School Spring Concert, Part I, BSHS Auditorium, 7:30 pm
10  Gordon Creek Elementary School Spring Concert, 7 pm
14 Middle School Spring Concert, Part I, BSHS Auditorium, 7 pm
15  Budget Vote/School Pride Day, 7 am-9 pm
15  Middle School/High School Art Show, BSHS Art Wing, 5 pm
15  High School Spring Concert, Part II, BSHS Auditorium, 7:30 pm
16 Clean Tech ECHS Grades 9-12 Student Project Expo, TEC-SMART, 9 am
17  High School Spring Concert, Part III, BSHS Auditorium, 7:30 pm
19  Scotties Stampede 5K, Middle School, 9 am
21 Middle School Spring Concert, Part II, BSHS Auditorium, 7 pm
22  Malta Avenue Elementary School Spring Concert, 7 pm
24  Milton Terrace Elementary School Spring Concert, 7 pm
25-28 Memorial Day – No School
29 Fifth to Sixth Grade Parents Night, BSHS Auditorium, 6:30 pm


