
A Message 
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Superintendent
KEN SLENTZ, 
SUPERINTENDENT  
OF SCHOOLS

This addition of The Reader continues to 
provide evidence of the work that our 
students, staff, parents, and community 
do together on behalf of our students and 
our preparation for them to move onto 
each phase of their schooling whether 
it be a transition from elementary to 
middle school, middle to high school, or 
high school to their post-secondary plan. 
The work that is done each day — both 
the seen and the unseen — contributes 
to providing a truly remarkable set of 
opportunities for our students and we 
are grateful to the community for your 
continued support. 

To this latter point, the administration 
and the Board of Education continue to 
work on refining the proposed budget 
for the 2022-23 school year which will 
continue our current programming while 
also offering additional programming that 
we have either tested in pilot form over the 
past year or, based on the evolving needs 
of our students over the last two years in 
particular, have been developed to ensure 
that we can minimize any obstacles to our 
students’ learning. As we do so, we keep 
our guiding principle at the forefront of our 
work — providing our students with the 
best possible learning opportunities within 
the confines of the taxpaying community. 

We know that effects of pandemic closures 
and adjustments have taken different 
forms for different families. We want to 
be sensitive to that while also directly 
addressing the needs of our students. 
This year‘s budget proposal, I believe, will 
reflect this very well. All of our budget 
presentations and our financial planning 
information can be found on our website 
at www.bscsd.org/Page/13354. 

As we continue our planning and budget 
development, there are a few District 
activities/initiatives I would like to highlight 
that are a direct result of the support that 
we continue to receive:

1. Fine and Performing Arts
One of the areas that we possibly have 
taken for granted over the years is the 
ability to attend our music, drama, and art 
programs and performances, all of which 
highlight the work of our students and 
staff on developing a key set of skills and 
attributes for our students. Whether it is 
an Elementary music concert, a Middle 
School Launching Pad or High School 
Troupe performance, or a fundraising 
concert on a snowy Saturday night, these 
opportunities are not only good for the 
soul, they are good for the development 
of our youth and provide a cohesive sense 
of accomplishment for our community 
as well.

2. Literacy Work
Our PTA groups are fantastic partners 
in providing opportunities for our 
students, recognition for our staff, and 
overall support for our schools. The PARP 
programs in our schools over the past 
month only further emphasize the value of 
and the need for strong literacy practices 
with our students and families alike. The 
ability to read and read well truly has 
lifelong implications, and the more that we 
can build effective reading habits within 
our students, the more opportunities they 
have in upper grade course selection, 
job opportunities, lifelong earnings, and 
overall health. I cannot imagine a better 
investment in the future of our children 

than teaching them to read and read 
exceptionally well. This will indeed take 
a village to make this happen and I am 
grateful for all of the efforts that have been 
put forward in this regard. 

3. Alternative Options for 
Learning
Last year our High School administration 
identified the need for alternative 
pathways for learning for some of our 
students who simply were not acclimating 
to our high school in a way that would allow 
them to be successful in their studies. One 
of the solutions that was developed was 
our Spa Academy which currently hosts 55 
students on the HVCC Malta campus. While 
we have experienced the expected growing 
pains over the course of the first year, 
this program has provided our students 
with options that they may have simply 
not envisioned prior to their attendance 
here. A number of our students, for 
example, are taking both high school and 
college courses and getting back on track, 
furthering their plans for the future. The 
students, staff, administration, and parents 
working together and adjusting along the 
way have made a difference for each one 
of these students. 

4. Unified Sports Program
For some of our students with disabilities, 
the idea of being involved in high school 
sports has often been too much of a 
challenge to overcome. However, our 
Unified Sports program which includes 
students with disabilities and their general 
education peers has had a remarkable 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2 

Ballston Spa  
Central School District
EDUCATING EVERYONE  
TAKES EVERYONE

WINTER/SPRING 2022



FOOD FEST and Silent 
Auction Raises Funds 
for District Programs
The 3rd annual Malta Food Fest 
was hosted by the Saratoga County 
Chamber at TEC-SMART in Malta raising 
over $5,300 for district programs 
again this year. There was an amazing 
response for the Malta Food Fest 
with close to 200 dinners being sold 
before the event. Thank you to all the 
sponsors, supporters, the Saratoga 
County Chamber and participating 
restaurants. As in previous years, 
proceeds from the event benefit 
the school district’s Ballston Spa 
Partnership for Innovation in Education 
Fund and the many amazing programs 
it financially supports. A silent auction 
of gift baskets, donated items and gift 
certificates raises additional funds for 
the district and was held online this 
year. Participating restaurants and 
businesses include Pizza Works, Bowled, 
The Hideaway, The Ugly Rooster-Malta 
and Nothing Bundt Cakes. The Saratoga 
County Chamber of Commerce partners 
with the Ballston Spa Central School 
District and Hudson Valley Community 
College’s TEC-SMART to present the 
Malta Food Fest annually. 

FIRST Robotics Program Active 
Throughout the District 

The District’s FIRST Robotics Competition 
(FRC) Team 3044 completed their build 
season in early March and competed 
in the New York Tech Valley Regional 
Competition which was held at the 
MVP Arena in Albany. Forty-four teams, 
including teams from as far away as 
Brazil, India and Turkey also participated 
in the tournament.

The FIRST Robotics Competition season 
kicked off in early January when the 2022 
Rapid React Challenge presented by 
Boeing Company was released. Under 
strict rules, limited time and resources, 
teams of students are challenged through 
the FIRST Robotics Competition to 
raise funds, design a team “brand”, 
hone teamwork skills and build and 
program industrial-size robots to play a 
difficult field game against like-minded 
competitors. The program is as close to 
real-world engineering as a student can 
get. Volunteer professional mentors lend 
their time and talents to guide each team.

In addition to working on their robot 
for the 2022 season, FRC Team 3044 
provided mentorship to FIRST Lego 
League Challenge (FLL) Teams and FIRST 
Tech Challenge (FTC) Teams from Ballston 
Spa Central School District. 

FLL Teams Bionic Builders and Mighty 
Thinkers from the Middle School started 
meeting in the fall and competed in a 
Hudson Valley FLL Virtual Qualifying 
Event in early February. The FTC teams 
System Overload from the Middle School 
and ScottieBots from the High School 
learned their challenge in the early fall 
and finished their builds in late January. 
They competed in the Capital Region’s 
FTC Qualifying Event at Broadalbin-Perth 
School District in early February. 

The District is able to offer opportunities 
in robotics to our students through 
the generous support of sponsors 
including Ballston Spa National Bank, 
GlobalFoundries/Town of Malta 
Foundation, Saratoga County Chamber 
of Commerce Foundation, Kenneth Ellis, 
Specialty Silicone Products, Technical 
Building Services, Eastern Heating & 
Cooling, Inc., CsArch, Linde, Bechtel and 
Stewart’s Holiday Match.

Additional information is available by 
contacting the District STEM Coordinator 
Diane Irwin, dirwin@bscsd.org, or at the 
Ballston Spa High School by calling (518) 
884-7150 ext. 2317.

 SUPERINTENDENT’S MESSAGE CONTINUED

impact on lessening these challenges and 
providing truly amazing opportunities 
for our students, coaches, and families 
to experience. While everyone enjoys a 
good win within their respective sports, 
our program emphasizes the process 
of learning, the joy of being on a team 
and the celebrations that come with 
accomplishments from improving a 
bowling score, to winning a match, to 

winning a championship. Thank you to 
all of our students, coaches, parents, and 
community members who support these 
incredible opportunities.

Finally, I want to take a moment to 
remind everyone of the opportunities 
that the district has for employment with 
many positions coming with full benefits 
including health insurance. Please visit our 

website at www.bscsd.org/Page/198 for 
more information. 

Our next newsletter will focus exclusively 
on the proposed 2022-23 school year 
budget which will provide further 
highlights of the opportunities that we 
are recommending to be offered to 
our students.

The Reader2

Ballston Spa Central School District

■-----------------------:::] 

FiveThousandThreeHundredfortyand00/100 Dollars 

TheSarc,toqaCountyChc,mber 



Clean Technologies & Sustainable 
Industries Early College High School 
Program News
The Early College High School (ECHS) 
program welcomed back our Alumni 
on January 5, 2022 to speak to current 
juniors and seniors about how their 
experience in the program prepared 
them for their current college experience. 
They provided students with information 
to assist them in the college search and 
application process. 

Sophomores in the program participated 
in a mini expo on January 19, 2022 to 
showcase the businesses they created 
as part of their pathway exploration 
of Entrepreneurship. Current seniors 
participated by using ECHS Bucks to 
purchase from the businesses.

Enrollment for the 2022-2023 
School Year
The Clean Technologies & Sustainable 
Industries Early College High School is 
currently accepting students for the 
2022-2023 school year. An information 
session was held for school administrators 
and counselors in January as well as 
two information nights for parents 

and prospective students. For more 
information on applying to the program, 
please visit the website at www.bscsd.org/
Page/13339.

Upcoming Events
The ECHS program will host a Student 
Project Exhibition for current 9th and 10th 
grade students on May 18, 2022. 

The ECHS Graduation Ceremony and 
11th and 12th grade Student Capstone 
Presentations will be on June 9, 2022 at 
8:30 AM.

For more information on the program, 
please contact Adrienne Snow, asnow@
bscsd.org.

Spa Academy Hosts 
Wellness Day 
Students who attend the Spa 
Academy program at Hudson Valley 
Community Colleges’ TEC-SMART 
campus in Malta participated in a 
Health and Wellness Day on January 
26, 2022. The day kicked off with 
speaker, Donna Thomas, of James’s 
Warriors. Students then had the 
opportunity to attend workshops 
with different presenters on factors 
that contribute to their overall 
health and wellness. Ballston Spa 
High School Health Teacher, Lisa 
Perrone, facilitated a workshop 
on the importance of nutrition to 
overall wellness. Students learned 
about what makes a nutritious snack, 
followed by the opportunity to 
create a balanced snack box to take 
home. Students worked with Donna 
Thomas to create a kit to help them 
cope in different situations. Matt 
Gunning, owner of Gunning Elite 
Training, discussed with students 
the connection between fitness and 
mental health. Ballston Spa School 
Counselors, Mara Gallagher and 
Lyndsey Wilcox, assisted students in 
planning for their future with a focus 
on college and career readiness. 
There are 54 Ballston Spa students in 
the Spa Academy program in grades 
nine through twelve. This was a great 
opportunity for students to learn 
about the many dimensions of mental 
health and wellness.

BSHS Student Selected as Finalist 
for a National Merit Scholarship

The High School 
administration 
is very pleased 
to announce 
that the Class of 
2022 includes 
one senior who 
was advanced as 
a Finalist in the 
2022 National 
Merit Scholarship 

Program. Congratulations to the Class 
of 2022’s Andrew Paster and best of 
luck in the final selection process. 
Semifinalist students place among the 
top 50,000 scorers of more than 1.6 
million students who entered by taking 
the 2022 Preliminary SAT/National 

Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test (PSAT/
NMSQT). Of course, we are extremely 
proud of all our students and know this is 
just the beginning of many more academic 
accolades for many of them. 

Ballston Spa is one of only a few schools 
that gives the PSAT at no cost to all 10th 
and 11th graders during the school day. 
The results received in December are 
informative to the student providing 
much needed practice as he/she gains 
familiarity with the format that will then 
be repeated on the SAT. It also identifies 
areas of strength and potential Advanced 
Placement or International Baccalaureate 
classes where the student might excel.   
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Nathalie is a member of Varsity Cross-County where she was 
named MVP and earned the Coaches Award. She also runs Varsity 
Indoor & Outdoor Track and Field and takes part in the Saratoga 
Recreational Running Club. She has earned the Girl Scout Bronze 
and Silver Awards and is currently working on her Gold Award. 
Nathalie is a Publicist for National Honor Society, President of 
Students Helping Students, and an active member of Science 
Olympiad. She volunteers for Brookside Museum, Vacation Bible 
School, and tutors her peers in numerous subject areas. Nathalie 
was selected to attend American Legion Auxiliary Empire Girls 
State and the HOBY Youth Leadership Conference.

The Class of 2022 is currently completing their final days of senior 
year and preparing for their future endeavors after graduation 
from Ballston Spa High School on June 23, 2022. Please visit the 
school website for additional information at www.bscsd.org or 
call (518) 884-7195.

Ballston Spa High School Announces Top Students 
Ballston Spa High School Principal Dr. Gianleo Duca recently 
announced Jillian Fernau as the Valedictorian and Nathalie 
Chateauneuf as the Salutatorian for the Ballston Spa High 
School Class of 2022. They will both receive a NYS Advanced 
Designation Regents Diploma and Honors with Mastery in 
Mathematics and Science.

Jillian excelled in a rigorous course load. By starting high school 
level courses in middle school, Jillian was able to enroll in eighteen 
honors and college level courses. Jillian’s cumulative GPA is a 
remarkable 99.49. She is a well-rounded individual who will 
be pursuing a degree in Mathematics at her post-secondary 
institution of choice.  

Jillian served as Class President all four years of high school. 
She is the President of Science Olympiad, a Student Government 
delegate, a member of National Honor Society and served as 
Treasurer of Tri-M Music Honor Society her junior and senior year. 
Jillian is a talented bass player where she has been a member of 
Symphonic Orchestra and Jazz Band since 9th grade, receiving 
All-County and Area All-State selections. She also plays in the 
pit for Troupe Musicals and is a member of the Ballston Spa 
Community Jazz Band. Jillian is a Unified Sports Partner and 
regularly volunteers her time as a math tutor. Additionally, Jillian 
is a frequent volunteer at the Ronald McDonald House where she 
serves as a board member for their Teen Ambassador Program.  

Nathalie also excelled in a rigorous course load and is a Full 
International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme Candidate. 
By starting high school level courses in middle school, Nathalie 
was able to enroll in seventeen college and honors level courses. 
Nathalie’s cumulative GPA is a remarkable 99.079. Nathalie is an 
accomplished individual who will be majoring in Linguistics or 
Psychology at a post-secondary institution of her choice. 

Jillian Fernau Nathalie Chateauneuf

High School’s Troupe presents 
SEUSSICAL THE MUSICAL 
The High School’s Troupe recently presented Seussical the 
Musical, featuring over 90 high school students, either on the 
stage, backstage, or in the orchestra pit. This musical journey 
brings together all of Dr. Seuss’ beloved characters. Performances 
were scheduled in early April with five performances over 
two weekends.  

In Seussical the Musical, the beloved Dr. Seuss books have been 
turned into a musical extravaganza from Tony winners Lynn 
Ahrens and Stephen Flaherty and features Seuss characters 
including, The Cat in the Hat (Peter Hinckley), Horton the Elephant 
(Benjamin Ferrara), Gertrude McFuzz (Maddie Burns), Mayzie 
LaBird (Fiona Hughes), Jojo (Mia Parks), Sour Kangaroo (Taylyn 
Markham), General Schmitz (Orion Rust), Mr. Who Mayor (Michael 
Flynn), Mrs. Who Mayor (Rachel Camilli), Thing 1 (Katie Benanto), 
Thing 2 (Zuzu Evans) and all of the Whos of Whoville! The 

imagination runs amidst different musical styles, ranging from 
Swing to Gospel, Latin to Pop, and R&B to Funk. 
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Music in Our Schools Month 
Features Pops Concert 
On a snowy Saturday night in Mid-March, the BSHS Jazz Bands, 
Orchestras, Choirs and Bands performed for a packed house 
at the annual Ballston Spa Pops Concert. With only an hour and 
a half to set up, the school was transformed into a three-stage 
performance venue with concessions and handmade posters 
recognizing all of the Seniors in the Music Department. The 
event started with the 9–12 combined Jazz Bands in the cafeteria, 
moved to the gymnasium for the 9–12 Orchestras, followed by 
a trip to the auditorium for the 9–12 Choirs and then back to the 
gymnasium for the 9–12 Bands. Throughout the evening you could 
hear selections from Bruno Mars, Beauty and the Beast, California 
Dreamin’, The Doors and more. 

With more than 550 tickets sold, the event raised over $2,300 for 
our Senior Scholarships. Alumni of the Ballston Spa Music Program 
could be found in the audience, watching their siblings, children 
and even grandchildren performing songs that they recognized 
and some even played “back in the day.” 

The Music Department would like to extend appreciation to the 
Ballston Spa school community for supporting the event including 
Superintendent Ken Slentz and Board of Education President 
Jason Fernau. If anyone would like to make a contribution to the 

scholarship fund, please send a check payable to: BSCSD. The 
check memo or attached letter should reference: Music Dept. 
Scholarships #SCH102. Checks should be mailed to: 

Ballston Spa CSD, Attn: Deb Carminati, 220 Ballston Avenue, 
Ballston Spa, NY 12020  

Coming up in May, Ballston Spa plays host to the NYSSMA Solo 
and Small Ensemble Festival. Don’t forget to follow along on 
Twitter @Bspamusic or check our webpage for student recognition, 
department news, and more. 

Music Students 
Receive Board of 
Education Recognition
At the March 16, 2022 Board of 
Education meeting the following 
students were recognized for their 
achievements for excellence in Music 
and for their dedication to the Music 
programs at our High School: Madison 
Ballou, Maddie Burns, Brooke Cearley, 
Jillian Fernau, Fionna Hughes, Hannah 
Kalinkewicz, Lee McKinley, Lucas 
McManus, Andrew Paster, Orion 
Rust, Mary Grace Sprissler, Andrew 
Wade and Madalyn Wilson.

Launching Pad Productions Presents 
The SpongeBob Musical 
The Middle School’s Launching 
Pad Productions presented 
The SpongeBob Musical as 
this year’s student musical 
production. Over 100 Middle 
School students were busy 
during the early winter 
preparing for opening day in 
February, with 47 students 
performing in the cast and 
another 60 backstage helping 
as part of the production crew. 
The students presented five 
performances at the Ballston Spa High School. 

The SpongeBob Musical is the musical adaptation of Nickelodeon’s long-running 
animated children’s sitcom SpongeBob Squarepants. The cast included SpongeBob 
(Roman Mangino) and his friends, Patrick (Julian Slezak), Sandy Cheeks (Libby 
Stavers), Squidward (Cory Etzel), Mr. Krabs (Jacob Otten), and Pearl (Michelle 
Pickering), along with arch-nemesis Plankton (Ethan Cross) and his computer wife 
Karen (Laura Beckenstein) making the most of what could be their last Best Day Ever! 
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GLOBALFOUNDRIES-Malta 
Foundation Grants Awarded 
to Schools
The Ballston Spa schools were among the community 
organizations selected to receive funding from the 
GLOBALFOUNDRIES-Town of Malta Foundation as they 
announced their awards for 2021. The grant awards included 
$19,000 for several Ballston Spa Central School District 
projects and programs. The Gordon Creek Elementary 
School PTA received $2,500 to host a visiting author as part 
of the PARP reading program in the school. The Ballston 
Spa High School Parent Teacher Student Association (PTSA) 
received $4,000 for the annual After Prom event. The 
Ballston Spa Middle School’s Drama Club — Launching Pad 
Productions — received $2,500 for the winter production 
of “The SpongeBob Musical.” The district’s Ballston Spa 
Partnership for Innovation in Education Fund received 
$10,000 for the district’s Robotics Program.

Interscholastic Athletic 
Accomplishments for 
Fall 2021
Eight of the Ballston Spa High School’s Fall Varsity teams qualified 
for recognition as a NYS Public High School Athletic Association 
(NYSPHAA) Scholar-Athlete Team based on the academic 
accomplishments of 99 student athletes (combined GPA of 
95.355). Congratulations to all! #GoScotties

The Girls Swim & Diving Team had 15 NYSPHSAA Scholar/Athlete 
Team Members with a composite GPA of 97.143. 

The Boys Cross Country Team included 15 NYSPHSAA Scholar/
Athlete Team Members with a composite GPA of 95.903. They 
finished the SSC League season with a 5-9 record and a 7th place 
finish in the McQuid Invitational Meet. 

The Girls Cross Country Team had 16 NYSPHSAA Scholar/Athlete 
Team Members with a composite GPA of 97.254. They completed 
the season with a SSC League record of 10-3 and earned a 6th 
place finish at the Section 2 Meet. 

The Boys Golf Team had seven NYSPHSAA Scholar/Athlete Team 
Members with a composite GPA of 93.980. They finished with a 6-7 
record in the SSC League and earned 9th place in the Suburban 
Council Tournament. 

The Girls Tennis Team had 12 NYSPHSAA Scholar/Athlete 
Team Members with a composite GPA of 95.344. They were 
the Suburban Council Grey Division 2nd place Champions and 
finished the SSC League season 9-8. 

The Boys Soccer Team had 13 NYSPHSAA Scholar/Athlete Team 
Members with a composite GPA of 92.798. They finished the SSC 
League season 3-11. 

The Girls Soccer Team had 14 NYSPHSAA Scholar/Athlete Team 
Members with a composite GPA of 95.361. They finished the SSC 
League season 6-7-1.  

The Girls Volleyball Team had seven NYSPHSAA Scholar/Athlete 
Team Members with a composite GPA of 95.062. They finished the 
SSC League season 7-6. 

The Boys Football Team completed the SSC Grasso Division 
season 5-4. 

Additional information on student athletic achievements, as well 
as team information, is posted on the Athletic Department page 
of the District website. Also, follow our BSCSD athletics on Twitter 
@B_Spa_Athletics or via the Live Twitter Feed on the webpage.

Elks Lodge Provides Support for 
BackPack Program
The partnership program has once again received 
generous funding from the Ballston Spa Elks Lodge 
#2619. Representatives from the organization presented 
donations and received recognition from the district 
during a recent Board of Education meeting. The Ballston 
Spa Elks Lodge continues to be a consistent supporter of 
the Scotties BackPack Program. For the 2021-22 school 
year they have provided $6,000 to assist with supplying 
weekend meals to students who may otherwise go without. 
Five hundred dollars of the donation was provided to the 
Lodge in memory of Billy Downs, who ran the Elks Food 
Pantry Program. Billy also volunteered with preparing 
backpacks at the Gordon Creek Elementary School prior 
to the pandemic.

For additional information regarding the district’s 
BackPack program, please contact BSCSD Development 
Coordinator Kelly Delaney-Elliott at kelliott@bscsd.org or 
call at (518) 884-7195 ext. 1369.
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Teachers Receive 
Recognition Awards
Congratulations to Ms. Renee Lavigne, 
Kindergarten Teacher at the Gordon Creek 
Elementary School, and Mrs. Katie Brunson, 
Reading Specialist at the Milton Terrace 
Elementary School, who were both recognized 
by TCT FCU as Teachers of The Week during 
the school year. Information provided from their nominations includes: 

Ms. Lavigne has been an excellent teacher through all the COVID-19 interruptions for her 
students. When her students have been out of school, she instantly has a plan in place to 
make the transition to virtual learning seamless! Not only does she include virtual students 
with lessons, but also works to include them in the fun projects and activities the class is 
doing. Ms. Lavigne makes them feel a lot less isolated while they are out of the classroom. 

Mrs. Brunson embraces all of her students with kindness and love. She not only teaches 
Reading, but she has put into place the new reading program that Milton Terrace has 
adopted. Mrs. Brunson is an advocate for her students that may be going through rough 
times, making sure they have clothing and she keeps extra snacks in her room. In her spare 
time, she is a board member at the Schuylerville Library and a member of the Board of 
Education for the Schuylerville School District. 

Congratulations to both our educators for being selected by Adirondack Broadcasting and 
TCT Federal Credit Union as a Teacher of the Week. Thank you both for all that you do for 
our school community and students.  

School Bus Driver 
Opportunities in 
Ballston Spa
The Transportation Department 
has ongoing openings for school bus 
drivers. The positions are ideal for 
parents of school-aged children or 
retired people who are looking for 
extra income. No prior experience 
is necessary. Please visit the website 
for more information at or contact 
the Transportation Department at  
(518) 884-7140.

Educators Awarded 
Grants from BSEF
The Ballston Spa Education 
Foundation (BSEF) presented over 
$6,600 in Fall 2021 grant awards 
to educators in the District for 
educational enrichment projects 
throughout the district. 

$3,679.92 given to Brian Retersdorf, 
Ballston Spa Music Coordinator to 
purchase ukuleles for the elementary 
schools and $928 to Tracy Larocque 
and Marissa Bongo, High School 
Social Studies Teachers, to purchase 
collaborative station whiteboards for 
their self-paced learning classrooms. 
An additional grant was presented 
to Gordon Creek Elementary School 
for $2,040 to support Lego Kids in the 
Classroom (2nd Grade).

This December 19th marked the 
25th anniversary of the Ballston 
Spa Education Foundation. Since its 
inception, BSEF has funded nearly 
½ million dollars in enrichment 
grants to the school district. BSEF 
is a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization 
with an all-volunteer board made 
up of community members whose 
mission is to raise and distribute 
resources for educational enrichment 
opportunities outside the realm of the 
daily operational needs of the Ballston 
Spa Central School District. For more 
information, please visit the website 
at www.bspaedfoundation.com

In the photo: Ballston Spa Education 
Foundation’s Jaime Williams (L) and Holly 
Barker-Flynn (R) presented the Fall 2021 
Grant Awards to Ballston Spa faculty and 
staff at a Board of Education meeting. 
Shown with them at the meeting are (l-r) 
High School Principal Gianleo Duca and 
Board of Education President Jason Fernau.

2021-22 Staff 
Retirements
The district would like to recognize 
the retirement of staff members 
who are retiring during this school 
year. The dedication and service 
that they brought to the district 
during their collective 427+ years 
of service will definitely be missed. 
Please join us in thanking them all for 
their commitment to the students of 
Ballston Spa during their many years 
of service, including: Naomi Barnwell, 
Susan Bissell, Jennifer Brogan, Cori 
Canode, Bradley Chmielswki, Susan 
Cinella, Sherry Demers, Patricia 
Dillon, Clifford Grupe, Lynn Hudson, 
Susan Kosinski, Rose Kumpel, Nancy 
Mathewson, Tamara McCarthy, Brian 
Merchant, Alison Paley, Lori Stewart, 
Mary Stodgell, Doriann VanLiew and 
Cynthia VanWyk.
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Upcoming Community Events
April
13 Board of Education Meeting, 

High School Library, 7pm – 9pm
14 Milton Terrace PTA Lip Sync Battle, 

Virtual, 6pm – 8pm 
15-22 Spring Recess – No school
26-29 Grades 3–8 Math Testing

May
2 Meet the BOE Candidates Night, 

High School Library, 6:30pm – 8pm 
4 Board of Education Meeting, 

High School Library, 7pm – 9pm
9 HS Spring Concert – JV, High School 

Auditorium, 7:30pm – 9:30pm
13/14 NYSSMA Solo Festival, High School-

Middle School, 4pm – 9pm 
14 Wellness Expo and Scotties 5k/Kids 

Color Run, WR/GC Complex, 8am – 1pm
16 MS 8th Grade Spring Concert, High 

School Auditorium, 7pm – 9pm 
17 Budget Vote and School Pride Day, 

High School Library, 7:30am – 9pm
17 HS Spring Concert-Varsity, High School 

Auditorium, 7:30pm – 9:30pm
18 Board of Education Meeting, 

High School Library, 7pm – 9pm 
18 Clean Tech ECHS 9/10 Student Project 

Exhibit, TEC-SMART, 9am – 10am 
19 MS 7th Grade Spring Concert, 

High School Auditorium, 7pm – 9pm
23  MS 6th Grade Spring Concert, 

High School Auditorium, 7pm – 9pm 
26 All-District Elementary Concert, 

High School Stadium Field, 7pm – 9pm
28 Ballston Spa Memorial Day Parade, 

Milton Avenue, 9am – 11am
30 Memorial Day, No school

Please check the district website for the latest 
info, or call the appropriate school office. Also, 
follow the district on Twitter @BSCSD or 
Facebook/Instagram @BallstonSpaCSD for 
frequent updates and information.

EDUCATING EVERYONE TAKES EVERYONE www.bscsd.org

Save the date!

2022 
Wellness Day
Saturday, May 14 
Wood Road Elementary 
School Complex
The day will begin at 8:30 am with a FREE 
Kids Color Run. At 9:00 am, the Scotties 
Stampede 5k will begin with a brand new 
course that starts and ends in the Wood 
Road bus loop. The Wellness Expo will 
follow from 9:30 am – 12:30 pm in the 
Wood Road cafeteria/gymnasium. The 
Expo will once again offer information 
from community organizations, a 
free bike raffle, free bike helmets with 
fittings, live demonstrations and plenty 
of great giveaways during the event. We 
are looking forward to a fantastic day 
promoting health and wellness!
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