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NCAA Eligibility Center



Two Types of Account

• Certification Account

– Register for this account if you plan to continue your athletics 

career at a Division I or II institution

– Required to make an official visit or sign a National Letter of Intent

• Profile Page

– Create a Profile Page if you are undecided, or plan to attend a 

Division III institution

• At any time, you may upgrade your profile page to a certification 

account



Which 

Division 

is Right 

for You?



Certification Process

• Transcript, SAT/ACT score, and any additional required documentation 

are uploaded to the NCAA Eligibility Center

– NCAA code for test scores is 9999

• All information is reviewed by NCAA Eligibility Center Staff

• Prospective Student-Athlete (PSA) is certified under one of three 

categories:

– Qualifier

– Academic Redshirt

– Nonqualifier



Full Qualifier

• A college-bound student-athlete may receive athletics aid (scholarship), 

practice and compete in the first year of enrollment at the Division I 

institution



Full Qualifier

• Complete 16 Core Courses

– 10 of the 16 core courses must be complete before 7th semester 

(senior year) of high school

– 7 of the 10 core courses must be in English, math, or 

natural/physical science

•“Locked in” for core course GPA calculation

•Minimum core course GPA of 2.3

•Meet the sliding scale requirement of GPA and ACT/SAT score

•Graduate!



16 Core Courses

• 4 years of English

• 3 years of math (Algebra I or higher)

• 2 years of natural/physical science (w/ 1 year of lab)

• 1 additional year of English, math, or natural/physical science

• 2 years of social studies

• 4 years of additional approved courses

– This usually include foreign language, but can also include 

comparative religious courses, and/or any course from the areas 

above



Full Qualifier

• Sliding scale for competition

– GPA ranges from 2.300 to 3.550

– SAT ranges from 900 to 400*

– ACT ranges from 75 to 37

* SAT scores will not directly translate to 

this scale due to new College Board 

concordance scale



Academic Redshirt

• Academic Redshirt: A college-bound student-athlete may receive 

athletics aid (scholarship) in the first year of enrollment and may practice 

in the first regular academic term (semester) but may NOT compete in 

the first year of enrollment.

• After the first term is complete, the college-bound student-athlete must 

be academically successful at his/her institution to continue to practice 

for the rest of the year. 



Academic Redshirt

•Meet the same requirements as a qualifier with two exceptions:

– Has a GPA that meets the sliding scale requirement, but is below 

2.300

– Did not complete 10 core courses prior to the start of the 7th

semester and/or complete seven English, math, and/or 

natural/physical science courses as part of those 10



Academic Redshirt

• Sliding scale for athletics aid and 

practice only

– GPA ranges from 2.000 to 2.299

– SAT ranges from 1020 to 910*

– ACT ranges from 86 to 76

* SAT scores will not directly translate to 

this scale for 2016-17 due to new 

College Board concordance scale



Nonqualifier

•Does not meet requirements for Full Qualifier or Academic Redshirt 

status

• A college-bound student-athlete cannot receive athletics aid 

(scholarship), cannot practice and cannot compete in the first year of 

enrollment



Nonqualifier

• A nonqualifier may only compete in up to three seasons of competition 

at the Division I level (normally four)

– A nonqualifier may compete in a fourth season if the student-

athlete has completed at least 80 percent of their degree program 

by the beginning of the student-athletes fifth year of enrollment



Two-Year College Transfer

Nonqualifier Eligibility for Financial Aid, Practice and Competition

• Graduated from the two-year college;

• Completed satisfactorily a minimum of 48 semester hours of 

transferable-degree credit

– 6 transferable credits of English, 3 of math and 3 of natural/physical 

science;

• Attended a two-year college as a full-time student for at least three 

semesters (excluding summer terms); and

• Achieved a minimum cumulative grade-point average of 2.500



Two-Year College Transfer

Nonqualifier Eligibility for Financial Aid and Practice

• Graduated from the two-year college;

• Completed satisfactorily a minimum of 48 semester hours of 

transferable-degree credit

– 6 transferable credits of English, 3 of math and 3 of natural/physical 

science;

• Attended a two-year college as a full-time student for at least three 

semesters (excluding summer terms); and

• Achieved a minimum cumulative grade-point average of 2.000



Two-Year College Transfer

Academic Redshirt Eligibility for Competition

• Graduated from the two-year college;

• Completed satisfactorily a minimum of 48 semester hours of 

transferable-degree credit

– 6 transferable credits of English, 3 of math and 3 of natural/physical 

science;

• Attended a two-year college as a full-time student for at least three 

semesters (excluding summer terms); and

• Achieved a cumulative grade-point average of 2.500



Two-Year College Transfer

Qualifier Eligibility

•Not required to graduate;

• Completed satisfactorily an average of 12 semester hours for each 

semester enrolled full-time;

• Attended a two-year college as a full-time student for at least one 

semester (excluding summer terms); and

• Achieved a cumulative grade-point average of 2.500.



Amateurism

•When you register with the NCAA Eligibility Center, you will be asked a 

series of questions about your sports participation to determine your 

amateur status

•More than 90 percent of student-athletes who register are automatically 

certified

• In some instances, the NCAA Eligibility Center staff may need to gather 

additional information to evaluate your amateur status



Amateurism

•When you graduate high school, you have a certain amount of time to 

enroll full time at an NCAA school

• For most sports, you can delay enrollment by one year

– Tennis – Six months

– Men’s Ice Hockey/Skiing – 21st Birthday

• For every calendar year you do not enroll full time in college beyond the 

grace period, you will lose one season of competition



Communication – Class of 2018

• Basketball

• You may send and 

receive all forms of 

private, electronic 

communication

• You may make and 

receive unlimited 

phone calls

• You may make only 

one official visit per 

college up to a 

maximum of five 

total in Division I

• Football
• You may send and 

receive emails and 
faxes
• No text messages

• You may make 
unlimited phone calls
• Coaches have 

limitations

• Beginning with the first 
day of your senior year:  
You may make only 
one official visit per 
college up to a 
maximum of five total 
in Division I

• Other sports
• You may send and 

receive all forms of 
private, electronic 
communication

• You may make and 
receive unlimited 
phone calls
• Except Women’s Ice 

Hockey

• Beginning with the first 
day of your senior year:  
You may make only 
one official visit per 
college up to a 
maximum of five total 
in Division I



Recruiting Process

• Lacrosse recruiting begins on September 1st of junior year.

–No in-person contact either on or off a college campus may occur

–No phone calls may be placed

–No email/text/written correspondence may be made

• Club coaches may not be used as a third party contact

•On campus visits

–Unofficial junior year

–Official senior year



Recruiting Process

• Up to five official (paid) visits (one per institution)

• Unlimited unofficial (unpaid) visits

• Each sport has a recruiting calendar, which defines what actions coaches 

can take



How Can We Help?

• You can contact non-athletics staff members at an NCAA institution at 

any time

• You may contact athletics compliance officers at any time

• You may contact coaches at any time, however keep in mind they may 

not be able to respond

•NCAA Guide for the College-Bound Student-Athlete

http://www.ncaapublications.com/productdownloads/CBSA18.pdf

